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Stage 1 – Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 

GOALS  

 

2nd Grade GLEs: 

SS 2.1.4 Explain 

reasons for local, 

state, and national 

celebrations, cultural 

events, and traditions 

and their significance 

 

ELA 2.7 Participate in 

shared research and 

writing projects (e.g., 

read a number of 

books on a single topic 

to produce a report; 

record science 

observations). 

 

ISTE Standards: 

1.3a Students plan 

and employ 

effective research 

strategies to 

locate information 

and other 

resources for their 

intellectual or 

creative pursuits. 

 

1.6d Students publish 

or present content 

that customizes the 

message and medium 

for their intended 

audiences. 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 

  

• Describe Louisiana’s history and tradition of Mardi Gras. 

• Use active, guided research techniques to locate information for a 

specific purpose. 

• Effectively collaborate and use active listening and speaking skills. 

• Demonstrate information learned through research by means of 

technological devices and digital platforms.  

 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS  

Students will understand that… 

 

• Mardi Gras is a big part of 

Louisiana’s history and 

tradition 

• Mardi Gras involves traditions 

and symbols that have 

meaning  

• We must use the internet 

carefully to find reliable 

sources of information. 

• We can use active listening 

and speaking skills to 

collaborate with others. 

• We can creatively 

demonstrate our 

understanding to others 

through digital means. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

 

• Why does Louisiana celebrate 

Mardi Gras? 

• What do common Mardi Gras 

symbols represent? (king cake, 

beads, etc) 

• How can we use the internet to 

find out more about a topic?  

• How can we effectively 

collaborate with others to plan 

something? 

• How can we use iMovie to 

create a commercial?  

 

Acquisition 

Students will know…  

 

 

• Mardi Gras began long ago 

and has been an important 

Students will be skilled at…  

 

 

• Researching a topic 
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Louisiana tradition for many 

years.  

• Mardi Gras involves several 

symbols that have an 

important meaning. 

• Mardi Gras is an important 

holiday in Louisiana. 

 

• Communicating research 

findings creatively through 

digital means 

Stage 2 – Evidence and Assessment 

Evaluative Criteria Assessment Evidence 

• A rubric will be 

used to 

determine 

student use of 

technology, 

student 

collaboration, 

and research 

skills. 

• Students will 

also self-

assess these 

areas. 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):  

The students will research the topic of Mardi Gras through carefully guided 

research sessions. The students will work in groups of 3 to collaborate and 

share information that they have discovered. They will then create a 

commercial together (in their groups of 3) to explain Mardi Gras and convince 

travelers to visit Louisiana for Mardi Gras. The students will film and create 

using iMovie within their groups of three. The iMovie will be shared with each 

other and our sister school in Wyoming.  

 

OTHER EVIDENCE:  

✓ Informal observation of students during research phase 

✓ Exit tickets to gauge student confidence and understanding 

✓ Final iMovie will be assessed for content understanding and 

technological understanding. 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

 

1. TTW activate prior knowledge of Mardi Gras by creating a bubble map with student ideas.  

2. TTW introduce the online book Mimi’s first Mardi Gras, TSW follow along on their iPads. Reading 

skills will be reviewed at this time, such as “touch the word that has a long a sound.” 

3. TTW explain that we will now do some research about Mardi Gras. TTW review chromebook 

guidelines and safety rules. The students will be instructed to follow the teacher’s Google page to 

locate sources of information as well as write important information on their recording sheet. TT and 

TS will discuss how we might determine if a source is reliable or not. If a student happens upon a site 

not included in Google Classroom, the teacher and student together can evaluate reliability. 

4.  TSW, using the recording sheet, research mardi gras using the teacher’s Google homepage on their 

chromebooks. The Google page includes guiding questions and links to safe, reliable websites.  
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5. Through email and weekly newsletter, the teacher will communicate the GLEs and project to the 

parents. The teacher will ask parents to send in photos on themselves and their families at upcoming 

Mardi Gras parades. The teacher will also send home a photo release to be signed by the parents to 

ensure that she has written permission to use photos in the projects. The teacher will also request 

donations of Mardi Gras props to be used by the students, such as beads, masks, etc.  

6. Student will then assemble in assigned heterogeneous groups of 3 and review information collected, 

round robin style. The students will write all information on chart paper that they want to include in 

their commercial. With the guidance of the teacher, the students will create and practice the 

commercial.  

7. The students will create the commercial to convince others to come to Mardi Gras in Louisiana using 

iMovie on their iPads. They will be encouraged to use their creativity and humor, as well as include 

facts in their commercials. The teacher will be carefully guiding the use of the iPads and iMovie. The 

teacher will offer advice and recommendations.  

8. The students will each complete a self-assessment and group assessment. 

9. The Mardi Gras commercials will be shared with our sister school second graders in Wyoming so 

that they can learn about Mardi Gras.  

 

 

 

 

*See Rubric and Self-assessment below 
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Assessment Checklist for Mardi Gras Project 

 
Expectation Excellent-2 Fair-1 Poor-0 Notes 

Did the student use 

Google Classroom along 

with the recording sheet, 

to gather and record 

information?  
 

10 or more  

facts must be 

recorded. 

6-9 facts 

recorded 

Less than 

6 facts 

recorded 

 

Did the student 

collaborate with team 

members by engaging in 

the round-robin 

discussion to express 

knowledge from 

research? 

 

Yes Sometimes no  

Did the student engage in 

collaborative discussions 

and planning for the 

commercial as well as use 

active listening 

strategies? 
 

Yes Sometimes no  

Did the student use all 

technology responsibly? 
 

Yes Sometimes no  

Did the student play an 

active role in locating 

props, preparing, and 

practicing?  
 

Yes Sometimes no  

Did the student play an 

active role in using the 

iMovie feature of iPad to 

record the commercial? 

(Includes recording, 

editing, cutting, etc.) and 

ask for help if needed. 
 

Yes Sometimes  no  
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Student Self-Assessment  

 

I used my chromebook and my iPad responsibly 

(not putting it near water bottles, holding it 

tightly with 2 hands, placing it on clean, dry 

surfaces). 

Yes            Sometimes              No 

I followed the links and instructions on Google 

classroom and talked with my teacher about other 

links/websites if I was unsure. 

Yes            Sometimes              No 

I participated in Roundrobin discussions with my 

group to put all of our research together. 
Yes            Sometimes              No 

I listened to my teammates and also shared my 

own ideas. 
Yes            Sometimes              No 

I helped plan for the commercial and practiced 

with my group.  
Yes            Sometimes              No 

We problem solved to find the best solutions when 

we were stuck. We asked our teacher for help 

when needed. 

Yes            Sometimes              No 

I learned how to use iMovie and used it with my 

group. We took turns filming, acting, and editing.  
Yes            Sometimes              No 


